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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

EuroMAB 2013 was organized around several key issues, goals, and priorities: building the capacity of Biosphere 

Reserves to be more self-sufficient, promoting the network of Biosphere Reserves, and addressing the new strategic 

direction of the MAB Programme, 2014 – 2021. The event, held under the banner ‘‘Engaging our Communities,’’ put 

particular emphasis on engaging local populations, in addition to partners from first Nations, academia, businesses, 

non-profits and government. 

 

After extensive discussions, workshops and plenary working meetings, the EuroMAB 2013 Conference identified core 

themes and recommendations to be considered in regards to the future MAB strategy. 

 

EuroMAB 2013 collectively identified these core themes for further consideration: 
 
 

1. Enhanced communication among Biosphere Reserves improving information sharing, mentoring, and 
dialogue;  

2. More effective communications strategies and expertise to engage broader communities; 
3. Branding and participation; 
4. Collaborative relationships of support among Biosphere Reserves at local, national, regional, and 

international levels;  
5. Sustainability of non-renewable resource extraction activities such as mining; 
6. Biosphere Reserves as local organizations connected to an international network. 

 
 

credit: photos Toomas Kokovkin, http://foto.pelagis.eu/ 
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ABOUT EUROMAB  
 

The EuroMAB Network includes of all European and North American Member States which participate in the Man and 

the Biosphere (MAB) Program and in UNESCO’s (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization) 

World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR). The Europe and North American regions are presented here through 

UNESCO’s regional groups. EuroMAB members include 52 countries’ national MAB committees, almost half of the 

WNBR sites, scientists, and experts. The EuroMAB Network is a platform for exchange between Member States who 

think and act in order to allow sustainable development to become a real option and choice made by society for 

present and future generations. 
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EUROMAB CONFERENCE 2013 
 

EuroMAB 2013 brought together over 190 delegates from 27 European and North American countries. Held in 

Brockville, Ontario, Canada, inside the spectacular Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve, delegates spent four days 

working together to network with one another, build capacity and understanding among nations and Biosphere 

Reserves (BRs), develop strategies for effectively promoting the BRs network and the MAB Programme, resolve some 

of the most pressing issues for BR management, and share experiences with colleagues. This report provides a 

summary of the key presentations and messages, workshop results, plenary discussions, and recommendations for 

more effective BR management and promotion at the local, national, and international levels.  

 

EuroMAB 2013 Welcoming Messages 

 

! Gary Clarke, Conference Chair; Vice-Chair, Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association 

! Elder and Ambassador Larry McDermott, Shabot Obaadjiwan First Nation (Algonquin) / Executive Director, 

Plenty Canada 

! Dann Michols, Chair, Frontenac Arch Biosphere 

! Steve Clark, MOO, Leeds & Grenville, Ontario 

! Jean-Philippe L. Messier, Chair, Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association 

! Axel Meisen, President, Canadian Commission for UNESCO  

! Gord Brown, MP, Leeds-Grenville, Canada 

! Meriem Bouamrane, MAB Programme, UNESCO (Paris) 

 

The integral texts of some messages are available on-line at: http://www.frontenacarchbiosphere.ca/euromab2013  

 

credit: Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve 
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Keynote Address: Engaging Our Communities Towards Sustainability  
by Scott Vaughn, CEO of the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) 

 

Dr. Scott Vaughn challenged participants to think about innovative ways to engage the public in environment and 

sustainability issues. He emphasized the need to increase the implementation of sustainable development practices 

and strategies, to increase community work, and cooperation.  

 

Dr. Vaughn offered several key messages for BRs, namely that BRs are ideal organizations to address the 

implementation of sustainable development, because BRs have working in these areas since many years and have 

developed significant local expertise.  

 
Directions of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves: Contributions from 
EuroMAB  
by Meriem Bouamrane, Program Specialist, MAB Programme, UNESCO (Paris). 

 

Dr. Meriem Bouamrane acknowledged, with thanks, the work done by the Canadian hosts and colleagues in bringing 

the EuroMAB community together, despite the distance. She also recognized the strength and the solidity of the 

EuroMAB Network, and the essential role that it is playing in the international community regarding conservation and 

sustainable development. She indicated that it might be a strategic moment to build on this solid community and to 

reflect on how to take a stronger leadership role on sustainable development and biodiversity issues; she also 

questioned how to increase the visibility and impact of our activities on local and regional scales. To help a larger 

audience to better grasp the concept of Biosphere Reserves, Dr. Bouamrane recommended that we collectively 

determine what we are good at, identify our strengths and added values, and focus on mastering a few remarkable 

key areas. 

 

“Are we ready to play a more leading, active role in the proposals of alternatives and solutions? Are 

we ready to be key actors in the transformation of society to sustainable development? Are we ready 

to take our place in the debate, take our responsibilities and be those positive, inspiring 

possibilities, which societies will not only choose amongst different options but deeply desire for 

themselves and for their children?” – Dr. Meriem Bouamrane 
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The Future of Sustainable Community 
 by Axel Meisen, President, Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

 

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO, like other UNESCO National Commissions, has the mandate to help 

implement UNESCO ideals and priorities in their respective Member State. Dr. Axel Meisen expressed his view of the 

Man and the Biosphere Program as one important way to make UNESCO’s mandate become a reality at the local and 

regional levels.  

 

Dr. Meisen also shared his perspective of future for smaller communities, as visualized by the Man and the Biosphere 

Program and incorporated in the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve. 

 

“I therefore see the Man and the Biosphere concept as much more than a noble experiment or 

laboratory. I see it as pointing the way in which many, if not most, people in the world will prefer to 

live in the future. I see this conference and your role in it as a great opportunity to chart the future of 

communities, a future critical to mankind and to our planet.” – Dr. Axel Meisen, President of the 

Canadian Commission for UNESCO 
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Parallel Workshops  
!
Based on the positive experience of past EuroMAB meetings, participatory thematic workshops were held to further 

inform on MAB’s future strategy. Some themes were kept from existing EuroMAB thematic groups, while new ones 

were put in place responding to current and emerging needs.  

 

This future strategy should confirm the role of BRs as learning platforms for sustainable development, both within 

UNESCO as well as within the broader UN system. This strategy will bring a crucial contribution in the world’s 

sustainability agenda. Workshops reports articulated recommendations under three areas: Local level, EuroMAB 

Network and International level. A summary of these recommendations is presented below and the complete text of 

recommendations is available in Appendix 1. 

 

1. Social Enterprise Development in Biosphere Reserves: Exploring a Framework 
for Sustainable Development Based on Social Enterprise  
 

The workshop allowed the participants to explore the framework document and provided them the occasion 

to analyse case studies as potential revenue possibilities. The workshop recommendations focused on the 

establishment of communication sources for sharing information and mentoring opportunities, establishing 

a Social Enterprise cluster group, promoting and encouraging social enterprise activity, and hosting a post 

event in Sweden in June 2014. 

 

2. Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserves: Towards More Effective Management of 
Shared Ecosystems and Sustainable Development of Bordering Territories 
 

By establishing a shared vision, the participants identified the key activities to be put in place, including the 

need for more functional MAB Committees and for the development of partnerships with various economic 

sectors and institutional stakeholders. The workshop recommendations focused on facilitating multi-scale 

dialogue, supporting national MAB Committees in capacity building, specifically regarding trans-boundary 

issues and the adoption of the trans-boundary BRs’ approach as a tool of “environmental diplomacy” to foster 

better international relationships. 

 

3. Biosphere Reserves and EuroMAB Communications and Marketing 

 

The ABCs of an inspirational campaign in a local area were explored according to the five rules and best 

practices of the sector. The workshop recommended finding and articulating a consistent and unifying 

message for BRs and the network that will be in-line with the new MAB strategy. 
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4. Tools to Build Collaboration: A Review of Innovative Tools from Biosphere 
Reserves Used to Engage Communities 
 
The workshop explored the tools and opportunities available to enhance sustainability of BR management, 

pursue sustainable land management at the landscape scale, and expand our vocabulary to include 

“celebrate”, “accolade”, and “BR designation”. The workshop recommended evaluating our own BR success, 

using EuroMAB’s network as learning platforms and as central information grids, and sharing technology 

developments for an enhanced citizen engagement. 

 

5. Collaborating with Indigenous Peoples: A Dialogue to Rethink our Approach and 
to Learn from Existing Success and Challenges 
 

The workshop explored the significance of indigenous participation in BR governance and management, the 

recognition of traditional knowledge on a equal base with other forms of expertise in decision-making, and 

the capacity building as a two-way activity which integrates and prioritizes spiritual and emotional 

intelligence. The workshop identified some good practices in engaging indigenous communities in BRs and 

recommended the establishment of a EuroMAB Indigenous Working Group, the engagement of Indigenous 

communities as rights-holders and hosts of BRs, and recognizing that the sites are located within their 

traditional territories. 

 

6. Facilitating Collaboration and Consensus in Land Management Decisions: 
Facilitation Skills Training Workshop 

 

The workshop explored the concepts of decision-making by consensus and collaboration, as two effective 

tools for land management decisions. There were no recommendations from this workshop as it was a 

training workshop. 

 

7. Sustainable Mining: How to Engage the Private Sector 
 

The workshop explored the creation of a dialogue platform, with the intention to improve mining 

sustainability and to consider local processes and their global consequences. It also acknowledged the need 

for understanding that mining is a global issue, which requires consideration within BRs where mining 

occurs, to discuss and share sustainable mining practices, building on the outcome of local engagement 

processes. The workshop recommended that local processes would reflect global consequences, needing a 

better understanding and the application of the International Council on Mining and Metals’ (ICMM) 

sustainable mining principles in a local context, and exchanging information with similar networks. 
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8. Strengthening the Biosphere Reserve Network Management Framework: 
Updated Tools and World Network Management Strategy 
 
The periodic review form was analysed in order to make it simpler. The possibility to provide support and 

guidance to National Committees and BRs in preparing periodic reviews was also discussed. The workshop 

recommended the World Network to establish a joint working group with World Heritage Program to learn 

from their experience in periodic reviews. 

 

9. Ecosystem Services: Understanding the Concept and its Application in Landscape 
Management and Sustainable Development 
 

The workshop explored how to promote BRs as demonstration sites for ecosystem services support. The 

workshop recommended the creation of common practices, and the development of a common set of 

methodology, so results of BRs will be comparable. The workshop recommended training on why and how to 

use ecosystem services within BRs, the creation of a database including research themes, initiatives and 

research associates, and the promotion of scientific research and BRs’ case studies. 

 

credit: photos Toomas Kokovkin, http://foto.pelagis.eu/ 
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Plenary Session: The Benefits of Partnership and Social Learning 
 

Drs. Maureen Reed and Hélène Godmaire led the presentation of a partnership funded by the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council of Canada between the University of Saskatchewan (led by Dr. Reed) and the Canadian 

Biosphere Reserves Association (CBRA). The purpose of the partnership project was to learn and to reflect on Canadian 

BRs’ experiences in advancing sustainability knowledge. The partnership encouraged BRs to identify, implement, and 

assess good practices to be promoted, to learn from one another, and to exchange knowledge to build organizational 

capacity. The partnership was formed because practitioners, researchers, and governing authorities wanted to create 

opportunities to learn through networking, collaborative skill building, resource sharing and to develop a unified 

Canadian perspective on the BR program. 

 

An inventory revealed that 430 projects had been put in place by BRs across Canada in the last years. The inventory 

also showed opportunities to strengthen the practices of Canadian BRs through information sharing and networking. 

The three topics selected were the followings:  

 

! Education 
! Sustainable Tourism 
! Land Management/ Ecosystem Services 

 

The result of Canadian work within those three topics is documented in a publication called Learning from Each Other: 

Proven Good Practices in Canadian Biosphere Reserves. Published through the leadership of the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO and also available in French, this resource was launched at the EuroMAB 2013 conference 

and is available on-line at: http://unesco.ca/en/home-accueil/biosphere. 

 

EuroMAB participants were asked to divide into themes around land 

management, sustainable tourism, climate change, building 

relationships with indigenous peoples, and education. The groups 

were asked to reflect and exchange thoughts on best practices in 

their respective countries and on potential benefits of developing a 

new national network or international network on this theme.  

 

The participants suggested that this should be addressed by 

developing an interactive website where BRs can upload 

documentation, host webinars, and share information.  
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Plenary Session: Rural Sustainability 

Sustainability Indicators: Project Collaboration between Queen’s University and 
Frontenac Arch Biosphere 
by Drs. Graham Whitelaw and Ryan Danby, Queen’s University 

 

Dr. Danby described the collaborative project between Frontenac Arch Biosphere (FAB) and Queen’s University 

and it’s students, to develop indicators and to measure sustainability in the biosphere region, through the use of 

coursework. This undergraduate coursework integrates identifying indicators of the BR’s health in several ways 

(both quantitatively and qualitatively), which are then assessed for their significance and availability to answer 

the question, “Over the long term, are we attaining sustainability?” This method of secondary research uses the 

co-generation of knowledge to emphasize integration and synthesis of sustainability indicators, and will 

eventually lead to the development of a State of the Environment Report for the FAB. Currently, the students’ 

indicator reports are available on the class website.  

 

Project Proposal: International Centre for Sustainability 
by Gary Clarke (CBRA), Dr. Graham Whitelaw (Queen’s University), and Simon Fuller (Brockville Aquatarium) 

 

Mr. Clarke presented a proposal for the creation of an International Centre for Sustainability that would be 

housed at the Aquatarium in Brockville. The objective of this Centre is to be collaboratively developed through a 

partnership between the Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association, Queen’s University, and the Aquatarium, 

with the support of MAB and UNESCO. The main goal of the Centre would be to facilitate a sustainable rural 

development, as a mean of contributing to the EuroMAB Mission and Vision. The initiative would have three 

main focus areas: education, sustainable rural development, and research, with specific objectives that would 

include: 

 

! Carrying out leading-edge applied research with local, regional, national, and international 

institutions regarding rural sustainability; 

! Undertaking educational engagement and outreach programming for local citizens and visitors from 

the region, Canada, and the world on BRs territory; 

! Providing a resource for student and community empowerment through rural economic development 

initiatives, internships, and employment; and 

! Providing an office for CBRA. 

 

As a result of this presentation, a EuroMAB working group was created to move the project forward (see 

appendix 3). 
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Fred Roots’ Perspective 
 

Dr. Fred Roots, the founder of the Canadian MAB Committee and 

long-time supporter of the MAB Programme, provided a 

retrospective on the creation of MAB and the evolution of BRs 

around the world. Dr. Roots observed that since the creation of MAB, 

significant changes to the planet have altered socio-ecological 

systems. The hydrologic cycle has changed; productivity has been 

modified through changes in water availability and has been 

artificially enhanced in some areas through human infrastructure 

and agricultural technology. Plant and large animal populations 

have declined, human populations living in urban areas have greatly 

increased, and globalization has promoted increased transportation 

of food and people. Dr. Roots confirmed that the way in which we, as 

humans and as BRs, pursue information is not synonymous with 

effectively pursuing wisdom, or even knowledge. He proposed that 

to most effectively engage our communities and meet the 

challenges of a rapidly-changing environment, sustainability actors, 

including the MAB community, must engage in more global 

analyses of knowledge and problems, and synthesize more the 

abundant information that is already available to us.! credit: Eve Ferguson 
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CORE THEMES ELABORATED ON FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS 
!
Through the course of the EuroMAB 2013 workshops and plenary session, the group collectively elaborated upon the 
following core themes: 
 

1. There is a need to offer multiple communication opportunities between BRs to allow information sharing, 
mentoring, and dialogue. In particular, the need to meet face-to-face, and to establish groups that are able to 
meet regularly (such as EuroMAB or national-level meetings). As well, there is a need for online forums to 
share relevant documents and information (research, methods), ask questions, and offer opportunities for 
mentorship. 

 
2. There is a need to develop better communications strategies and expertise to engage broader communities, 

in particular by engaging communities through citizen science and enticing communities to participate 
through offering charismatic initiatives and innovative marketing strategies. 

 
3. There is an opportunity to re-conceive BRs, in order to unify the brand and encourage broader participation, 

perhaps by developing an international brand that is simple, inspires emotion, and attracts attention. 
 

4. There is a need for a collaborative relationship of support between the local, national, regional, and 
international levels of BRs. Specifically, the issue of periodic reviews was addressed and how the process can 
be better supported and communicated (including timelines and feedback), as well as the way in which the 
BRs can be better supported in their transition from pre- to post- Seville Strategy. 

 
5. There were discussions regarding sustainability in the context of non-renewable resource extraction, such as 

mining. 
 

6. There were discussions about working on BRs’ strengths and moving away from being generalists; however, 
local organizations should find a way to remain connected through the Biosphere networks with a unified 
message. 

 

credit: Frontenac Arch Biosphere 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE MAB STRATEGY 
 
It was recommended that the future MAB strategy should consider the following elements:  

• BRs are well positioned to play key roles at the interface of environmental conservation, research on human-
environment interactions, sustainable development, cultural identity, and learning for a sustainable future 
in emerging international forums; 

 
• At the international level, BRs should be firmly embedded in the science/development arena, linking 

science, society, and policy;  
 

• BRs should be considered “mini UNESCO’s”, encapsulating the goals of UNESCO regarding education, the 
natural and social sciences, as well as culture. 

 
 
More specifically:  
 
1. MAB must establish a strategy to effectively communicate information to individual 

BR’s. For example, regarding Periodic Reviews:  
 
a. Share information about expectations and the periodic review process; 
b. Establish how individual BRs can seek help and support others, especially those that did not receive a 

positive review; 
c. Timelines for feedback must be put in place. 

 
2. MAB must work with BRs to establish a unified brand that can be marketed to the 

general public and encourages community engagement: 
 
a. Create a simple logo and a slogan; 
b. Create a simple but flexible description of and message from BR’s; 
c. Work on a campaign to market the BR brand globally. 

 
3. MAB must work to build BRs’ capacities in certain areas. These capacities must be built 

through discussions and knowledge sharing among BRs working at the local level: 
 

a. Indigenous recognition and participation in BR’s; 
b. Working with the industry (e.g. mining) in BR’s; 
c. Working with research programs as a network (e.g. water issues, climate change). MAB needs to 

facilitate a way to generate common language and methods for evaluation among similar (larger-scale) 
research projects in order to generate broader conclusions and build a community of practice. 
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4. MAB should help to build and market expertise within the network and within 
individual organizations to develop own-source revenue, since many countries cannot 
rely solely on public funding and private-sector altruism to support BRs: 
 

a. Offer workshops to build expertise in a variety of areas (e.g. facilitation); 
b. Build knowledge (and seek expertise) in the area of social entrepreneurship.  

 
5. MAB must work to develop web-based forums for knowledge and information sharing 

about initiatives. There needs to be support mechanisms in place that allow for 
individual BRs to find and clarify information, and to connect with other BRs working 
on similar initiatives: 
 

a. Access to a database of relevant information for BRs; 
b. Organize webinars and workshops on themes identified by those working at the local level; 
c. Offer an online mentorship program: EuroMAB should organize clusters that allow BR managers to work 

with others on specialized projects. 

 
KEY VALUE OF EUROMAB 2013 
 
In addition to the recommendations made at the meeting, the key values of EuroMAB 2013 were:  

 

- BRs and partners developed a better understanding of the MAB Programme and the international network, 

including their own contributions to these matters. This has solidified the network cohesion and created 

exchanges that could enhance local capacities; 

 

- External groups had an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the Program and to offer more 

collaboration; 

 

- It provided an opportunity for the EuroMAB community to better understand the Canadian approach and 

contribution to the MAB Programme.  
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APPENDIX 1: PARALLEL WORKSHOPS 
 

This strategy for the future should confirm the role of BRs as learning platforms for sustainable development, both 

within UNESCO as well as within the broader UN system, and provide a crucial contribution to the world’s 

sustainability agenda. Workshop reports articulated recommendations under three areas: Local Level, EuroMAB 

Network and International Level.  

 

Workshop Title Recommendations for MAB at the 
Local (BR) Level EuroMAB International Level 

Trans-boundary Biosphere 
Reserves: Toward More 
Effective Management of 
Shared Ecosystems and 
Sustainable Development 
of Bordering Territories 

1. Work on a common 
vision. 
2. Identify key activities 
(no management without 
an action plan). 
3. Improve the partnership 
with various economic 
sectors. 

1. Need of a more 
functional role of the MAB 
Committee in facilitating 
the multi-scale dialogue 
(linking the international 
level with various trans-
boundary BRs) 
2. Activate other 
institutional stakeholders 
(be more inter-sectorial). 

1. MAB Secretariat lobby for 
a wider adoption of the TBR 
approach as a tool of 
“environmental diplomacy” 
to foster better international 
relationships. 
2. Supporting national MAB 
Committees with specific 
trans-boundary BR capacity 
building and facilitation 
when requested. 

Biosphere Reserve and 
EuroMAB Communications 
and Marketing 

Direct an inspirational 
campaign in one local area 
that uses the five rules and 
establishes best practice 
examples. 

None suggested. Find and articulate the 
consistent core-unifying 
message for the network 
and BRs in line with the new 
MAB strategy. 

Tools to Build 
Collaboration: A Review of 
Innovative Tools from 
Biosphere Reserves Used 
to Engage Communities 

1. Develop partnership 
agreements or “Charter” 
programs with 
stakeholders.  
2. Support self-sufficiency 
and create ownership of 
those initiatives. 
3. Provide services to 
enhance the sustainability 
of BR management. 
Question: How are we 
evaluating our own BR 
success under the next 
strategy? 

1. Pursue sustainable land 
management at the 
landscape scale.  
2. Design cross-sectorial 
collaboration to become 
more effective. 
3. EuroMAB learning 
platform (share Best 
Management Practices, 
chat, exchange). 
4. Sustain engagement 
between EuroMAB 
members during 
meetings. 

1. Expand our collective 
vocabulary to include 
“celebration”, “accolade”, as 
well as “BR designation”. 
2. Central information grids 
at UNESCO for others to feed 
into. 
3. Share technology 
developments so BRs can 
better engage citizens (open 
source software standards 
data). 
4. Twinning BRs 
internationally under a 
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mentorship program.  
Collaborating with 
Indigenous Peoples: A 
Dialogue to Rethink our 
Approach and to Learn 
from Existing Success and 
Challenges 

1. Establish a EuroMAB Indigenous Working Group - with the goal that all BRs apply 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

2. Add significant indigenous representation in BR governance and management as 
criteria for designation.  

3. Recognize responsibility to engage indigenous communities as rights-holders and 
hosts of BRs; recognize that the sites are located within their territories.  

4. Recognizing indigenous/traditional knowledge as equal base with other forms of 
expertise in decision-making. As a start, learn and use local concepts/language. 

5. Base the collaboration approach on indigenous models, such as the Great Way of 
Peace: Respect, Equity, Empowerment. 

6. Maintain flexibility and patience. Give conversations the time they need, save space 
and time for cultural practices, understand that community and family matters are 
priorities, and understand community members are very busy.  

7. Approach capacity-building as a two-way activity. What can you learn from one 
another? 

8. Integrate and prioritize spiritual and emotional intelligence. Speak from your heart 
about your work, and about what you can do – and not do? 

9. Hire community members. Individuals that have a long and rich history and 
relationship with the land. Their resources and their people have a lot to offer, and 
help to build bridges. 

 
Facilitating Collaboration 
and Consensus in Land 
Management Decisions: 
Facilitation Skills Training 
Workshop 

Training session, there were no recommendations that emerged from this workshop 

Sustainable Mining: How 
to Engage the Private 
Sector 

1. Create a dialogue 
platform with the 
intention of improving 
sustainability (e.g. going 
beyond legal minimum 
and getting a social 
licence to operate, etc.). 
2. What we do in the local 
processes must also be 
reflected in the global 
consequences. 

None suggested. 1. Put BRs from different 
countries together, that are 
facing mining challenges, to 
better understand and apply 
the 10 principles of ICMM 
sustainable mining in each 
of their local contexts. 
2. Understanding that 
mining is a global issue and 
considering that it is 
happening outside and 
inside BR designated 
territories. We see BRs 
where mining occurs or will 
occur as places to discuss 
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and share sustainable 
mining approaches, 
building on the outcome of 
local engagement 
processes. 
3. Exchange information 
with similar networks. 

Strengthening the 
Biosphere Reserve 
Network Management 
Framework: Updated Tools 
and World Network 
Management Strategy 

None suggested. None suggested. 1. For EuroMAB, provide 
support (e.g., expertise, case 
studies of effective 
processes, “model reports”) 
and guidance (e.g., length, 
detail) to national MAB 
Committees and the 
preparation of BRs’ periodic 
reviews. 
2. For the World Network, 
consider how to revise the 
periodic review form to 
make it simpler (and remove 
repetition). 
3. For the World Network, 
establish a joint working 
group with World Heritage 
program (and maybe others) 
to learn from their 
experience of periodic 
review (and also to 
encourage joint reporting 
for sites which are both BR 
and WHS). 

Social Enterprise 
Development in 
Biospheres: Explore a 
Framework for Sustainable 
Development Based on 
Social Enterprise (Part 2) 

1. BRs contribute to case 
studies on social 
enterprise.  
2. Share information 
about Social Enterprise on 
the cluster website and 
Facebook. 
3. Host Study Visits 
(Sustainable Tourism 
links). 
4. Provide mentoring to 

EuroMAB members will 
take the lead on the new 
Cluster group. 
 

1. Form a cluster to promote 
existing social enterprise 
projects, provide peer 
support and mentoring, and 
collaborate on new projects. 
The Framework launched at 
EuroMAB 2013 will be used 
as a guide.  
- Use Facebook and Twitter 
as means for staying in 
touch. Facebook group: 
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other BRs interested in 
social enterprise. 

EuroMAB Social Enterprise 
and Biosphere Cluster 
- Hold an event post-ICC in 
Sweden, June 2014. 
- Launch a website to share 
information about the social 
enterprise activity already 
going on across the 
Biospheres. Base it on a 
similar model to an existing 
one that shares nature 
projects; 
www.reseaunature.ca.  
2. Introduce new BRs to the 
concept of Social Enterprise 
from the beginning so that 
they can consider it and 
adopt it from the start if 
desirable. This will make the 
journey smoother and 
prevent alternations to 
structure and a change in 
direction down the line in 
response to crisis.  
 

Ecosystem Services: 
Understanding the 
Concept and its 
Application in Landscape 
Management and 
Sustainable Development 

1. Recommend a common 
set of methodology so 
results of BRs will be 
comparable. 
2. Organise training 
sessions about why and 
how to use ecosystem 
services within BRs. 
3. Define and 
communicate the key 
research topics regarding 
Ecosystem Services in each 
BR. 

1. Promote BRs as 
demonstration sites for 
ecosystem services. 
2. Create a database 
including research 
themes, BR initiatives, and 
research associates. 

1. Support the creation of a 
community of practice. 
2. Organise exchange tools 
(events, newsletters, e-
forum, etc.). 
3. Promote scientific 
research and case studies on 
BRs. 
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APPENDIX 2 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Last Name First Name Bioshpere / Group Email Address

Aarland Tonje Nordhordland, Norway tonje.haa@gmail.com
Abe Karl-Friedrich Rhoen Biosphere Reserve kfabe@gmx.de
Abernethy Paivi University of Waterloo pkaberne@uwaterloo.ca
Andrian Giorgio Consultant / Venice Office projects@giorgioandrian.eu
Auer Marc Ministry for the Environment, Germany marc.auer@mu.bund.de
Aytac Hüseyin Camili Biosphere Reserve, Turkey huseyinaytac@gmail.com
Barredo Amaia Urdaibai / Spain a:barredomartin@ej:gv.es
Bectell Jeff Waterton Biosphere Reserve jbectell@gmail.com
Bell Andy North Devon Biosphere / UK MAB andybell350@hotmail.com
Beltram Gordana Department of Nature Conservation, Slovenia
Bennett Laurie Futerra laurie@futerra.co.uk
Bilyalitdinov Amir  Russian MAB Committee unescorussia@mail.ru
Blom Göran Chair, Swedish MAB Committee goran.blom@naturvardsverket.se
Bojic Mirna Ministry of Environment and Nature mirna.bojic@unzoip.hr
Boley-Fleet Kirsten Waddensea Biosphere Reserve fleet@t:online.de
Bonnevier Katja Archipelago Sea Area katja.bonnevier@pargas.fi
Bouamrane Meriem UNESCO/MAB m.bouamrane@unesco.org
Boychuk Elizabeth Student, British Columbia lizboychuk@gmail.com
Boychuk Stan Chair, Canada MAB Committee stan@boychukconsulting.com
Bratanova-Doncheva Svetla Bulgario NC of MAB sbrat@abv.bg
Brown Gord MP, Leeds-Grenville, Canada
Brua Eric Vosges du Nord e.brua@parc:vosges:nord.fr
Brynskikh Mikhail Russian MAB Committee Mbrynskikh@gmail.com
Campbell Colin Assist Social Capital colin@social:capital.net
Cherinko Pavlo Ukranian MAB Committee cherinko@nas.gov.ua
Cheshev Andrey The Vernadsley Foundation acheshev@gmail.com
Cibien Catherine MAB France catherine.cibien@mab:france.org
Clarke Gary Vice Chair, Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association gclarke@aquilonconsult.ca
Commanda Chuck Algonquin, Canadian First Nations
Commanda Janet Algonquin, Canadian First Nations
Cragoe Matthew University of Sussex m.cragoe@sussex.ac.uk
Craig Brian Long Point Biosphere Reserve briancraig@kwic.com
Cupa Petr Lower Morava Biosphere Reserve petr.cupa@dolnimorava.org
Cyr Angéle Canadian Commission for UNESCO
Danby Ryan Queen's University ryan.danby@queensu.ca
Debevec Vanja Karst Biosphere Reserve, Slovenia vanja.debevec@psi.gov.si
de Graaf Megan Fundy Biosphere Reserve info@fundy:biosphere.ca
Dennis John U.S. johngdennis@verizon.net
de Torres Alvaro Spanish MAB Committee Secretariat atsvarez@oapn.es
DeWitt Marcie Clayoquot Biosphere Reserve marcie_dewitt@hotmail.com
Dexheimer Werner Friedrich  Pfältzerwald Biosphere Reserve w.dexheimer@pfaelzerwald.de
Dey Jean  Fontainebleau and Gatinais Biosphere Reserve jean.dey@cg77.fr
Di Bella Ottavio Italian MAB Committee ottaviodibella@yahoo.it
Diry Christian Wienerwald BiosphereRreserve cd@bpww.at
Druckrey Frauke MAB National Committee f.druckrey@gmail.com
Drysdale Cliff Chair, Southwest Nova Biosphere Reserve cliff.drysdale10509@ns.sympatico.ca
Echassoux Anna Fontainebleau and Gatinais Biosphere Reserve a.echassoux@biosphere:fontainebleau:gatinais.fr
Edwards Richard Co-Founder, Green Spot Travel
Egeh Gulaid Student, Queen's University gulaid.egeh@quensu.ca
Erturk Erdogan Camili Biosphere Reserve / UNESCO MAB Turkey erdoganerturk@yahoo.com
Evensen Natland Kari Nordhordland, Norway kari@nordhordland.net
Ferguson Eve Manicouagan-Uapishka Biosphere Reserve efergusen@rmbmu.com
Fieldhouse Simon Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere simon.fieldhouse@dumgal.gov.uk
Forrest Ed Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere ed@swp.org
Foxcroft Dawn Nuu-chah-nulth dawn@whiteravenconsulting.ca
Francis George Waterloo gfrancis@uwaterloo.ca
Fremuth Wolfgang Transboundary Biosphere Reserve Ohrid-Prespa Watershed wolfgang@fremuth.net
Gagnon Yves Fundy Biosphere Reserve yves.gagnon@umoncton.ca
Galland Pierre Swiss Nation UNESCO Comission pierre.galland@bluewin.ch
George Colleen University of Saskatchewan colleen.george@usask.ca
Gilbert Vernon International Biosphere Trust vernongilbert@comcast.net
Godmaire Hélène SSHRC University of Saskatchewan h.godmaire@videotron.ca
Grani Anthony Living History Multi Media Association agrani@rogers.com
Gregg William U.S. wpgregg@frontiernet.net
Grossutti Christine Queen's University 11cg22@queensu.ca
Guertia MiA Canada MAB Committee guertiamavcandre@gmail.com
Gugic Goran Chair of Croation MAB Committee manager@pp:lonjsko:polje.hr
Harms Erika VP Marketing, Solimar International
Hart Christian Lac St. Pierre c.hart@cldny.ca
Hatcher Bruce Bras d'Or Biosphere Reserve bruce_hatcher@cbu.ca
Hellsten Claes East Vättern Scarp Landscpape claes.hellsten@bredband.net
Henderson David Mayor of Brockville
Herrero Cristina Madrid, Spain cherrero@oapn.es
Heyne Peter Oberlausitzer Heide- & Teichlandschaft Biosphere Reserve zentpeter@aol.com
Higgins Chris Dyfi Biosphere Reserve chris.higgins@ed.ac.uk
Hughes Stephanie Clayoquot Biosphere Reserve Trust shpanther@gmail.com
Hunter Karen Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Reserve info@mabr.ca
Huseyin Aytoia UNESCO Turkish MAB Committee
Jarmatz Klaus Schaalsee Biosphere Reserve kjabv@t:online.de
Jelev Ioan Romanian MAB Committee ijelev@yahoo.com
Johnson Thomas Bras d'Or Biosphere Reserve tom@efwc.ca
Jonegård Simon  East Vättern Scarp Landscpape simon.jonegard@jonkoping.se
Jongerden Paula Long Point Biosphere Reserve paulajongerden@hotmail.com
Kindrachuk John Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve jkindrachuk@redberrylake.ca
Knechtel Steve Cataraqui Region Conservation Authorist
Köck Günter Austrian MAB Committee guenter.koeck@oeaw.ac.at
Koeck Guenter Austrian MAB Committee guenter.koeck@oeaw.ac.at
Kokovkin Toomas West Estonian Archipelago toomas@pelagis.eu
Kranjc Darja Karst Biosphere Reserve, Slovenia darja.kranjc@psi.gov.si
Kruse-Graumann Lenelis German MAB Committee lenelis.kruse@psychologie.uni:heidelberg.de
Kryczka Claire Student, Queen's University clairekryczka@gmail.com
Kucuk Mahir Camili Biosphere Reserve / UNESCO MAB Turkey mkucuk58@gmail.com
Kukk Leelo West Estonian Archipelago leelo.kukk@keskkonnaamet.ee
Kulendiren Kiruthiha David Suzuki Foundation kkulendiren@hotmail.com
Leal Nuria Alonso Ancares Leoneses Biosphere Reserve nuria.alonso@ancareskeoneses.es
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Leggo Jeff Parks Canada
Letarte Claude Charlevoix Biosphere Reserve claude.letarte@hotmail.com
Lickers Henry Seneca Nation / Director of the Environment, Mohawk Council of Akwesasne
Lise Yildiray UNESCO Turkish MAB Committee rildiraylise@yahoo.com
Louis Cecil Niagara Escarpement varrolou@hotmail.com
MacKenzie Kristine Wester Ross Alliance kristinestrathcarron@gmail.com
Macleod Alison Wester Ross Alliance fishermanapx@btinternet.com
Mactaggart Johanna Lake Canern Archipelago Biosphere Reserve johanna.mactaggart@vanerkulle.se
Madariaga Iosu County Council of Biscay / Uradaibai iosu.madariaga@bizkaia.net
Maggigore Anna Maria Italian MAB Committee am.maggiore@libero.it
Magtorn Karin Kristianstads Valley Rike Biosphere Reserve karin.magntorn@kristianstad.se
Mahnke Brittany Georgian Bay Biosphere marketing@gbbr.ca
Malka Eric Mont-Saint-Hilaire Biosphere Reserve eric@centrenature.gc.ca
Mancisidor Mikel Urdaibai / UNESCO mancisidor@unescoetxea.org
Mane Daniela MAB Albania daniela.godo@yahoo.com
Manners Nora Waterton Biosphere Reserve nmanners@watertonbiosphere.com
Maraña Maider UNESCO Centre Basque Country m.marana@unescoetxea.org
Mantha Louise Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve
Martin Jean-Michel Fontainebleau and Gatinais Biosphere Reserve jm.martin@biosphere:fontainebleau:gatinais.fr
Martin Melissa Communications & Events Coordinator, Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve
Mason Adrienne Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve adrienne@clayoquotbiosphere.org
Matheson Sarah Executive Director, Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve sarah@fabr.ca
Mauriello Valentina Italian MAB Committee valentina.mauriello@gmail.com
Mayer Heinrich BSP Nockberge, Austria heinz.mayer@ktn.gv.at
McDermott Larry Shabot Obaadjiwan First Nation / Executive Director, Plenty Canada 
Mcrae Rob Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority
Meisen Axel Canadian Commission for UNESCO axel@meisen.ca
Melnick Zach Striking Balance zach@visualheritage.ca
Melnyk Jeff Futerra jeff@futerra.co.uk
Mendis-Millard Sharmalene University of Waterloo / Canadian Biosphere Research Network sharmalene@hotmail.com
Mertrat Myriam Canadian Commission for UNESCO
Messier Jean-Philippe Chair, Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association jpmessier@rmbmu.com
Michau Raphaël Barroin Dordogne r.michau@eptb:dordogne.fr
Michols Dann Chair, Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve dannmichols@ripnet.com
Moore Leslie North Bull Island, Dublin leslie.moore@dublincity.ie
Nauber Jürgen MAB National Committee, Germany juergen.nauber@bfn.de
O'Bomsawin Nicole Lac St. Pierre nico:obom@hotmail.com
O'Bomsawin Suzie Lac St. Pierre suzie.ob@hotmail.com
O'Donoghue Tim Yellowstone riverwind@wyoming.com
Omoto Reiko Institute for Humanity and Nature / Kyoto, Japan reiko.omoto@chikyu.ac.jp
Onaindia Miren Urdaibai / Spain miren.onaindia@ehu.es
Oszlanyi Julius MAB NC Slovakia julius.oszlani@savba.sk
Patriquin Dee Beaver Hill Iniative
Pearce Åsa Kristianstads Valley Rike Biosphere Reserve asa.pearce@kristianstad.se
Pichette Anne-Marie Manicouagan-Uapishka Biosphere Reserve ampichette@rmbmu.com
Pickering Kerrie Brock University kpickering@brocku.ca
Pitiakoudi Mary NGO Sustainable Samothraki, Greece mary_chinta@yahoo.gr
Podsedkowska Heleen Blekinge Archipelago heleen@belkingearchipelag.se
Poirier-Ghys Geneviève Mont-Saint-Hilaire Biosphere Reserve genevieve@centrenature.gc.ca
Pollock Rebecca Georgian Bay Biosphere rpollock@gbbr.ca
Potvin Dominique Canadian Commission for UNESCO dominique.potvin@unesco.ca
Prchalova Maria UNESCO Venice Office m.prchalova@unesco.org
Price Martin UK MAB martin.price@perth.uni.ac.uk
Pruëter Johannes Middle Elbe River Biosphere Reserve, Germany prueter.radegast@t:online.de
Puhlmann Guido Middle Elbe River Biosphere Reserve, Germany guido.puhlmann@bioresme.mlu.sachsen:anhalt.de
Pustelnik Guy E.P.I.DOR
Pypaert Philippe UNESCO Venice Office p.pypaert@unesco.org
Raab Torsten Rhöu Biosphere Reserve raab@brrhoen.de
Ragetlie Norman Rural Ontario Institute
Ranney Jack International Biosphere Trust jack.ranney@yahoo.com
Reed Maureen University of Saskatchewan m.reed@usask.ca
Ries Christian  Luxembourg cries@mnhn.lv
Ringsby Ove Lake Vänern Archipelago and Mount Kinnekulle ove.ringsby@vanerkulle.se
Roots Fred Canada MAB Committee fredroots@shaw.ca
Roscoe Anna Assist Social Capital anna@social:capital.net
Ross Donn Vice Chair, Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve don@fabr.ca
Ross Marnie Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve
Rossberg Max PAN Parks / Lungav max@diemedienwerkstatt.info
Rossmann Dietmar BSP Nockberge, Austria dietmar.rossmann@ktn.gv.at
Roth Robin York University rothr@yorku.ca
Rowland Andy Dyfi Biosphere Reserve andy.rowland@ecodyfi.org.uk
Rybianets Natallia MAB NC Belarus nrybianets@gmail.com
Rynda Ivan Czech National MAB Committee ivan.rynda@fhs.cuni.cz
Sakurai Ryo Office of Japanese MAB Commission ryo223sak@gmail.com
Sato Tetsu Research Institute for Humanity and Nature tetsu@chikyu.ac.jp
Schultz Lisen Stockholm Resilience Centre, Sweden lisen.schultz@stockholmresilience.su.se
Schmid Annette UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch a.schmid@biosphaere.ch
Scoullos Michael Hellenic N.C. of MAB scoullos@mio:ecsde.org
Sekulic Goran Institute for Nature Conservation goran.sekulic@zzps.rs
Strotz Håkan East Vättern Scarp Landscpape hakan@urnatur.se
Succow Michael Germany MAB Committee michael.succow@t:online.de
Telenius Anders Nedre Dalälven River Landscape atelenius@gmail.com
Thicke Cathy Clayoquot Biosphere Reserve / Tofino cathythicke@gmail.com
Tilstam Lena Lake Vänern Archipelago and Mount Kinnekulle lena.tilstam@vanerkulle.se
Tourtellot Jonathon Founding Director, National Geographic Centre for Sustainable Destinations
Ung Jimmy Canadian Commission for UNESCO jimmy.ung@unesco.ca
Uria Aitana UNESCO Centre Basque Country a.uria@unescoetxea.org
Uribe Maria County Council of Biscay / Uradaibai maria.uribe@bizkaia.net
van Vierssen Trip Nyssa Student nmvvti@mun.ca
Vaughn Scott  President and CEO of International Institute for Sustainable Development
Wade Joy Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Reserve joywade@gmail.com
Weir Steve Brockville Tourism
Wettemark Carina Kristianstads Valley Rike Biosphere Reserve carina.wettemark@kristianstad.se
Wispinski Brenda Beaver Hill Iniative wispinsk@strathcona.ab.ca
Whitelaw Graham Queen's University graham.whitelaw@gmail.com
Dennis John U.S. johngdennis@verizon.net
Yankova Marina Russia unescorussia@yandex.ru
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APPENDIX 3: OTHER ELEMENTS OF INTEREST FOLLOWING THE 
EUROMAB 2013 CONFERENCE 
 
 
EuroMAB Working Groups, 2014 - 2015 
  

1. Communications /Canada (leader) Eve Ferguson with support from UNESCO/MAB  
2. Education on Sustainable Development / Greece (leader) Michael Scoullos  
3. Ecosystem Approach, Wetlands/ Czech Republic (leader) Eva Jelínková 
4. Indigenous EuroMAB /Canada (leader) Tammy Dorward, Rebecca Hurwitz, Eli Enns and Larry McDermott 
5. NordMAB /Finland (leader) Katja Bonnevier and Canada Jean Philippe Messier 
6. Centre for Sustainable Rural Development/ Canada (leader) Gary Clarke 
7. Preparatory Group for the World Exhibition in Milan (2015) for Biosphere Reserves/Austria (leader) Günter 

Köck and Italy Anna Maria Maggiore (with support from UNESCO Venice Office) 
8. Social Enterprise in Biosphere Reserves/UK (leader) Colin Campbell  

 

EuroMAB Steering Committee, 2013-2015 

Günter Köck (Austria) Guenter.Koeck@oeaw.ac.at 
Toomas Kokovkin (Estonia) toomas@pelagis.eu 
Johanna Mac Taggart (Sweden) johanna.mactaggart@vanerkulle.se 
Jean Philippe Messier (Canada) jpmessier@rmbmu.com 
Álvaro de Torres Suárez (Spain) ATSuarez@oapn.es 

  

The EuroMAB Movie 

EN: http://youtu.be/5EhLKoAU5Vc 

FR: http://youtu.be/cNwadd9l4is 

SP: http://youtu.be/tHD8IOCFUB0 
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