Connecting
Communities
Framework
Putting social capital
into practice

An introduction to
understanding and using
social capital in your community

Assist Social Capital
Assist Social Capital (ASC) is a Community Interest Company (CIC),
which uses social capital as a critical resource to support groups,
communities and organisations to maximise their ability to be
resourceful and responsive to opportunity.
We do this by identifying and measuring the ‘social operating system
of groups’ and making visible intangible assets. This new awareness
offers them a unique opportunity to strategically use this knowledge
to deliver positive, innovative social solutions and long-term
sustainable social and economical impact.
Additionally ASC’s work identifies best practice to increase added
value and reduce failure demand.

www.social-capital.net
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Introduction

“… the Gross National Product does not allow
for the health of our children, the quality of their
education or the joy of their play. It does not include
the beauty of our poetry or the strength of our
marriages, the intelligence of our public debate
or the integrity of our public officials. It measures
neither our wisdom nor our learning, neither our
compassion nor our devotion to our country, it
measures everything in short, except that which
makes life worthwhile.” Bobby Kennedy, 1968

What is social capital? Historic background

©Ann Hoffmann

Making the most of social capital – the network of
relationships and values that connect individuals
and groups in society and enable collective action
– is vital to the wellbeing of communities and to
ensuring that our economic and social policies
and programmes are as effective as possible. To
try and help achieve this, Assist Social Capital CIC
(ASC) has developed this introduction to social
capital. We hope that it will help explain about
what social capital actually is, why it is important,
and its practical application.

